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Welcome! 
With midterms just around the corner, we hope you are studying hard, but 
also remembering to make time for yourself.  
 
On February 15th, the Pre-Veterinary Society at UCF hosted its 3rd General 
Body Meeting featuring our guest speaker, Dr. Bruce Bogoslavsky! Dr. Bruce 
owns and practices small animal and exotic medicine at Animal Veterinary 
Hospital of Orlando. He gave a very interesting talk on reptile surgery 
techniques by going over a variety of case studies with our club. Thank you 
Dr. Bruce! 
 
On Tuesday, February 28th, some of our members were invited to participate 
in an Equine Wet Lab with Dr. Erin Denney-Jones. We spent the day 
checking heart rates, capillary refill times, temperatures, and watching Dr. 
Jones perform dentistry, electric therapy, and ultrasound! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Wednesday is our 4th GBM of the semester featuring our guest speaker, 
Dr. Konar-Tilley, an emergency medicine veterinarian. This meeting will be 
on Wednesday, 3/1 at 7 PM in Health and Public Affairs 1, Room 112 
(HPA1 112). Hope to see you there! 
 
See Page 2 for upcoming events and announcements! 
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Upcoming Events 

General Meeting #4 – Dr. Konar-Tilley, 

Emergency Medicine 
Wed. March 1st at 7 PM 

HPA1 112 

 

Extra Meeting – Vet School Application 

Panel – Tips and Q&A 
Wed. March 8th at 7 PM 

HPA1 112 

 

2017 APVMA Symposium, NC State 

University 
Fri. March 3rd to 5th  

Raleigh, NC 
**Members have already been chosen to attend this 

trip. Stay tuned for next year’s symposium! 

 

SeaWorld Behind-the-Scenes Tour 
Exact date TBA  

Orlando, FL 

 

General Meeting #5 – Dr. Malinowski and 

Dr. West, Lab Animal Medicine 
Wed. March 22nd at 7 PM 

HPA1 112 

 

 

 

 

PVS Tabling Dates: We will be tabling on 

March 1st and 22nd on Market Wednesday in 

front of the Student Union.  

 

 

For more information and to RSVP, please 

visit the PVS Events Facebook Page! 

 

 

 

 

Announcements: 

 If you are a new member this semester, please fill 

out the Member Information Form on our 

website: https://ucfprevetsociety.org/member-

info-form/ 

 

 PVS $30 membership dues must be paid online 

through our PayPal account or in-person to our 

Treasurer, Kiersten Aplin, by March 1st, the date 

of the 4th general meeting. 

 

 Donations are currently being collected for Jungle 

Adventures. Their Wish List can be found on the 

Facebook Page. You will earn one point per item 

(max. 3 points). Donations will continue to be 

accepted throughout the month of March! 

 

 If you are interested in attending restricted events 

(such as SeaWorld), be sure to send in your 

volunteer/research forms to our Secretary, Lesley 

Cohen, as soon as possible. 

 

 Please RSVP for volunteer events and tabling as 

soon as possible. Links can be found on the 

Facebook page! Be sure to fill out any Google Doc 

Forms associated with the events! 

 

 

 

Want to know more? Join us on social media! 

 

 

https://ucfprevetsociety.org/member-info-form/
https://ucfprevetsociety.org/member-info-form/
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Veterinarian Tim Tristan of the Texas SeaLife Center says the number and size of aggressive tumors on sea turtles 

in the area has increased dramatically over the past five years. Fibropapillomatosis, caused by a sea turtle herpes 

virus thought to be transmitted by marine leeches, involves lesions around the eyes, head, and underside of the 

turtles, and Dr. Tristan surgically removes as many of the growths as possible, allowing the turtles to be released if 

the tumors don't recur. 

Sea Turtles Face Rising Threat 

By: Julia Garcia 

Published on February 13, 2017 

 “After months of mild weather, temperatures dropped fast and hard on the weekend of Jan. 7, 2017, cold-stunning 

hundreds of sea turtles in Texas waters. But as scientists treated the animals, they discovered another problem. About 94 

cold-stunned sea turtles were found at the Upper Laguna Madre and Corpus Christi, according to Donna J. Shaver, chief 

division of Sea Turtle Science and Recovery at the Padre Island National Seashore. 

Scientists found that half of the turtles were afflicted with fibropapillomatosis, or FP, a herpes virus specific to sea turtles. 

FP was not seen by researchers in Texas until 2009 when nine were studied in South Padre Island. 

 

"We are shocked at the increase in numbers and size and aggression of the tumors, especially on their eyes and shells," 

said Dr. Tim Tristan, a veterinarian and director of the Texas Sealife Center. "There is something changing in the 

environment to make it more prevalent." 

 

Only two months in, and 2017 is shaping up to be the busiest year on record for Coastal Bend sea turtle advocates and 

veterinarians who perform surgeries on FP-afflicted turtles. At $200 per turtle, these nonprofit and unfunded facilities rely 

on donations or their own pocketbooks to pay for tumor-removal surgeries and rehabilitation. 

 

"We have to keep them isolated," Tony Amos, director of the Animal Rehabilitation Keep. "We are probably the only 

people, us and the Texas Sealife Center, who handle (sea turtles with FP) on the Gulf Coast. We do it willingly and 

knowingly. We're not heroes." 

 

The ARK rehabilitates marine turtles and coastal birds from the area of Mustang Island to St. Joseph Island, but they also 

receive animals from all along Texas shores. Two large concrete tanks are used for the 39 turtles awaiting FP removal 

surgery. These tanks have their own circulation system to prevent spreading the disease to unaffected turtles, Amos said. 

It's believed that FP is spread by marine leeches (family Ozobranchidae) which feed on sea turtles. The disease causes 

tumors on the soft tissue, head and eyes of the turtles, and are also prevalent on the underside of their shells. 

Tristan, the sealife center director, said the disease is more prevalent in green sea turtles but can affect any species, 

including Kemp's ridley, which are common at the national seashore. Theories about the cause range from climate change, 

pollutants and contaminants in the ocean and immuno-suppressed sea turtles.” 
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Article continued 

“Plans to perform surgery on the 45 sea turtles with FP began immediately after January's cold-stun event, Tristan said. 
"Many of the turtles were underweight, so they had to be healthy enough to have surgery," he said. "We can perform 
surgery on 1-3 turtles a day depending on how many masses each turtle has." 

Last year, a $50,000 laser was donated by the Border Animal Hospital in Weslaco to the center to perform tumor 
removal surgeries, he said. The laser reduced rehabilitation time from months to weeks, Tristan said. 

In the first surgery of the year, he removed a 14-pound tumor from one turtle that appeared to be about 10 years old. 

"We don't know what has happened in the last five years to make the disease increase so much," Tristan said. "They 
used to only come in during cold stun events; now we see them all the time. It's very common for them to have large 
and multiple tumors all over their body." 

Though uncommon in Texas until recent years, FP has affected sea turtles in Florida, Hawaii and parts of South 
America for at least 20 years. Researchers at the University of Florida have been studying FP and its possible causes for 
decades, said Catherine Eastman, sea turtle program coordinator for the Whitney Laboratory for Marine Bioscience. 

"Some theories point toward pollution as something that is driving persistence of the tumors," Eastman said. "We see 
large cauliflower tumors hanging off their eyelids, the seam of their shells, soft tissue and the top part of the shell." 

A hospital opened about a year ago at the Whitney lab to perform surgeries, rehabilitate and then return them to the 
wild, she said. Currently, there are six turtles with FP at the lab. 

"While they're with us, we have researchers studying the tumors to try to understand the genes that are driving tumor 
production," Eastman said. "We're not experimenting on the turtles, but the waste product of the surgeries: tumors. We 
are hoping to start looking into blood and other research aspects." 

Like the sealife center, the lab based in St. Augustine, Florida, relies on donations and grant funding for operations. 
Being associated with the university can be helpful for research resources, but the program is funded mostly with private 
dollars, she said. Whether the tumors return is the question. Both Tristan and Eastman said it's hard to know if the 
tumors aggressively return after surgery because the turtle is returned to the ocean. There have been rare recurrences of 
tumor regrowth, Eastman said. 

"Once the animal is healed and there's no tumor regrowth, we'll release them," Eastman said. "It takes time for those 
large tumors to grow as large. Any time we see some increase or a curious skin growth, our veterinarian removed it. It 
also means the animal's tumors and tissues are especially interesting to the researcher." 

With the number of FP-afflicted sea turtles rising, the Texas Sealife Center is in need of donations to help pay for the 
surgeries, food, antibiotics and housing for the animals. 

Tristan said the latest cold-stun event will cost about $30,000 in total. 

 

 

 

 

For more information, visit www. http://www.caller.com 

http://www.caller.com/story/news/local/kemps-ridley/2017/02/13/sea-turtles-face-rising-

threat/97573152/ 
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Critter Corner – Animal Spotlight: 

 Beluga Whale 

Scientific Name:  

Delphinapterus leucas 

 

Kingdom: Animalia 

Phylum: Chordata 

Class: Mammalia 

Order: Artiodactyla 

Family: Monodontidae 

Genus: Delphinapterus 

Species: D. leucas 

 

 

About Beluga Whales 

Belugas are also called white whales, and their unusual color makes them one 

of the most familiar and easily distinguishable of all the whales. Calves are 

born gray or even brown and only fade to white as they become sexually 

mature around five years of age. 

 

White whales are smallish, ranging from 13 to 20 feet in length. They have 

rounded foreheads and no dorsal fin. 

 

Social Behavior 

Belugas generally live together in small groups known as pods. They are social 

animals and very vocal communicators that employ a diversified language of 

clicks, whistles, and clangs. Belugas can also mimic a variety of other sounds. 

 

Population Range and Migration 

These whales are common in the Arctic Ocean's coastal waters, though they 

are found in subarctic waters as well. Arctic belugas migrate southward in 

large herds when the sea freezes over. Animals trapped by Arctic ice often die, 

and they are prey for polar bears, killer whales, and for Arctic people. They 

are hunted by indigenous people of the north, and by commercial fisheries 

that brought some populations, such as those in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, to 

near collapse. 

 

Beluga feed on fish, crustaceans, and worms. The whale is related to the 

tusked “unicorn” whale known as the narwhal. The beluga is not related to 

the sturgeon of the same name, which has been heavily fished for its famous 

caviar. 

 

 

For more information, visit http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ 

 

 

 

Quick Facts 

Type: Mammals 

Diet: Carnivores 

Group Name: Pod 

Average life span in The Wild: 

35 to 50 years 

Size: 13 to 20 ft 

Weight: 1 to 1.5 tons 

Size relative to a bus: 
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Western University CVM 

Prerequisite Requirements 

Subject                        Semester Hours 

English Composition                   6 

Humanities/Social Sciences        9 

Organic Chemistry + Lab           3 

Biochemistry (Lab preferred)     3 

Physics + Lab                              6 

Upper Div. Biological Sciences   9                    

Microbiology                                3 

Upper Division Physiology         3 

Genetics (or Molec Bio)               3 

Statistics                                      3 

 

Minimum GPA: 2.75 

Three (3) Letters of Recommendation 

500 hours of hands-on animal experience 

Western University is a "college without walls" with many clinical 
partners in the community and around the world. As a student you will 
experience extensive interaction with animals beginning your first 
semester, working alongside faculty and veterinarians in the local area 
and beyond. After completing our four-year Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine (DVM) program, you will be well prepared to enter a 
rewarding career caring for animals as a veterinarian. 
 
WesternU offers: 
An American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) accredited 
program. 
Problem-based learning (PBL) where you will investigate veterinary 
cases in small groups. 
An opportunity to learn how to heal animals without harming them for 
educational purposes. This is our guiding reverence for life philosophy. 
A curriculum that prepares you to work with a wide variety of animals, 
including small companion animals, horses, food animals, exotics and 
wildlife. 
Extensive clinical experience where you have the opportunity to 
experience large caseloads. 
Numerous partnerships with other universities including Cal Poly 
Pomona and UCLA, area animal clinics, emergency facilities, specialty 
practices and humane societies. 
Numerous corporate partners such as Banfield, The Pet Hospital, and 
the Los Angeles Zoo. 
A small, private, health-focused institution that fosters interprofessional 
learning with other health professions. 
Rich array of student club and volunteer opportunities. 
Multi-national faculty with diverse expertise. 
Outstanding student support services including tutoring and disability 
resources.  
A great Southern California location with tremendous clinical training 
opportunities as well as access to major cultural and recreational 
resources. 

 
For more information, please visit 

http://www.westernu.edu/veterinary/ 

Admissions Stats – Class of 2019 

Total Applications: 800 

  

Total Interviewed: 394 

 

Total Accepted: 105  

 

Average Age: 24  

 

Average GPA: 3.40 

 

Average GRE (Verbal): 473/153 

Average GRE (Quant.): 613/153 

Average GRE (Writing): 4.0 

 

Tuition (Private): $51,810 

 

Located in Pomona, California 

CVM program established in 1998 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2017 • Issue 10 • 3/1/2017 – 3/14/2017 

 

7 

Advising Contact Information 

Frank Logiudice: Instructor and Pre-

Veterinary Society Advisor 

frank.logiudice@ucf.edu  

Office: Biology building 209  

 

University of Florida College of 

Veterinary Medicine: 

http://www.vetmed.ufl.edu/  

 

http://education.vetmed.ufl.edu/admissions

/staff-contact-information/ 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Hands-On Wildlife Safari 
 info@handsonwildlife.com 

4983 Brook Road Kissimmee, 

FL 

 (321)624-9252    

 

Back to Nature Wildlife Refuge 
 info@btnwildlife.org  

 18515 East Colonial Drive 

Orlando, FL 32820 

  

Fallin' Pines Critter Rescue, Inc. 
 http:// 

www.fallinpinesrescue.org/ 

 23643 Christmas Cemetery Rd. 

Christmas, FL 32709 

 (407) 568-7988  

 

Freedom Ride 
 http://www.freedomride.com/  

 1905 Lee Rd, Orlando, FL 

32810 

 Ask for Hannah Lee, Volunteer 

Coordinator at (407) 293-0411  

 

Orange County Animal Services 

Shelter Volunteering 
 2769 Conroy Road, Orlando, FL 

32839-2162 

 Crystal.Kincaid@ocfl.net 

 (407) 836-3111 

 

 

 

Job Shadowing Opportunities 

 Winter Park Veterinary Hospital is 

offering shadowing opportunities (one 

student per six week session). There is a 

three step screening process:  

 

1. Interview with Frank Logiudice.  

2. Participate in a group orientation tour 

and interview at W.P.V.H.  

3. Submit a personal statement.  

 

 Dr. Brian Martin is interested in having 

students shadow with him while he is 

performing spaying and neutering 

procedures for Brevard County Animal 

Control. Any student who is interested 

should meet with Frank Logiudice. 

 

 The Tuskawilla Animal Hospital is 

allowing Pre-Veterinary students to 

shadow. To contact, please call (407) 

699-1500 or e-mail 

Tuscaanihosp@aol.com  

 

Did You Know? 

The AAVMC’s website provides 

descriptions of each veterinary 

college and also provides links to 

each one’s admission 

requirements, tuition, class size, 

and more! 

 

http://www.aavmc.org/College-

Specific-Requirements/College-

Specific-Requirements_College-

Specifications.aspx 
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The Pre-Veterinary Society @ UCF would like to graciously thank all of our sponsors! 

Clydesdale Sponsor: Animal Veterinary Hospital of Orlando 

http://myavho.com 
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Golden Retriever Sponsors: 

East Orange Animal Hospital 
http://www.eastorangevet.com 

 

Tortoise Sponsors: 

Shaffer Animal Hospital 
http://shafferah.com 

 

Powers Drive Animal Hospital 
http://powersdriveanimalhospital.com/ 

 

If you are interested in sponsoring the Pre-Veterinary Society at UCF or have any questions, 

please send us an e-mail at prevetstudent@ucf.edu 

Persian Sponsors: 

Chickasaw Trail Animal Hospital 
http://chickasawtrailah.com/ 

 

Mitchell Hammock Pet Hospital 
http://www.oviedoveterinarian.com/ 


