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General Body Meeting 1: Dr. Russo

Welcome!
We hope everyone had a fantastic
and fun summer! Now it’s time to get
back into the swing of things for the PreVet Society!
The first meeting of the fall
semester was on 9/20/17 and we had such
a wonderful turnout! Dr. Russo gave
really wonderful insight about her career
as a small animal/exotics veterinarian,
her journey to vet school, in vet school,
and beyond vet school. Dr. Russo also
gave pointers about how to get accepted
into vet school! We hope everyone had a
great time!

Announcements:
• Please begin sending
volunteer/research/shadowing hours to:
briannamillevoi.pvs@gmail.com. These hours
will be used to receive points to be able to
attend special events throughout the semester.
Hours from this past summer and previous
semesters will not count. If you have any
questions about how the point system works,
feel free to ask any officer! (Info will be
provided as well on the New Member forms
that you can ask for at any meeting)
• You can download the volunteer form on our
website (https://ucfprevetsociety.org/volunteersheet/). These forms can be turned in to any
officer whenever you’d like so you can receive
points to attend special events. Or you can take
a picture of it and email it to:
briannamillevoi.pvs@gmail.com.
• All new and returning members, please fill out
a member form on our website!
(https://ucfprevetsociety.org/member-infoform/).
• $30 club dues can be turned in no later than the
day of our third meeting, October 4th.
• Be on the lookout for postings on our club
Facebook page!
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/UCFPreVe
tSociety/

Want to know more?
Follow us on social
media!

Upcoming Events
CFAR Volunteer Day – TBD
(Rescheduled due to Irma)
Jungle Adventures Pumpkin
Enrichment – 10/21/17
Howl-O-Ween – 10/28/17
Wet Labs & Behind The Scenes –
TBA
Meetings:
9/20/17 – Dr. Russo (NSC 108)
9/27/17 – Dr. Randolph (NSC 108)
10/04/17 – Dr. Walsh (NSC 108)
10/18/17 – Dr. Bogan (NCS 108)
11/01/17 – Audubon (NSC 108)
Tabling Days:
9/27/17
10/18/17
10/25/17
11/08/17
11/22/17

Zoo Elephant Undergoes Successful Cancer
Procedure
Veterinary Practice News
July 06, 2017

Joe Impellizeri, DVM, DACVIM (Oncology), MRCVS, of Veterinary Oncology
Services of Middletown, N.Y., Lisa DiBernardi, DVM, ACVIM, ACVR, of Gulf
Coast Veterinary Specialists in Houston, and the El Paso Zoo animal care team
successfully performed electro chemotherapy on Juno, one of the zoo’s Asian
elephants.
Juno was diagnosed with a malignant mass in her right mammary gland in
January. After careful consideration due to her diagnosis and age, the zoo decided
working with Dr. Impellizeri and Dr. DiBernardi on this procedure was the best
course of action for Juno.
Juno was put under general anesthesia for approximately an hour and a half.
During the procedure, the tumor was infused with a chemotherapy drug and then
treated with a small electric pulse that draws the chemotherapy into the cancer
cells.
The zoo’s short-term follow-up will be to monitor the site of Juno’s procedure.
The tumor has reduced in size around 30 percent, and Juno continues to do
well. The zoo has scheduled a second treatment for September.

“We broke the tumor down into
four quadrants and treated each
quadrant with the electro
chemotherapy,” said Impellizeri.
“This is an extremely large
tumor, the largest I’ve ever
treated, but if you break it down
into quadrants, you can treat it
like four smaller tumors.”

“We are all glad the procedure was completed without any complications,” said
Steve Marshall, zoo director. “Because Juno is a geriatric elephant, we were careful
in selecting a course of action that minimized both risk and recovery time. This is a
cutting edge procedure and is a great example of an accredited zoo’s capacity to
provide professional and compassionate care for the well-being of its animals.”
Victoria Milne, DVM, El Paso Zoo veterinarian, said the next steps of Juno’s
treatment will be dictated by her response to the electro chemotherapy.
“Depending on how she reacts to this procedure, she may undergo another round of
electro chemotherapy,” said Dr. Milne. “This type of procedure, unlike invasive
surgical procedures, allows for multiple treatments, so for now, we’ll monitor her
and see how she does over the next few weeks.”
Juno is one of two Asian elephants at the El Paso Zoo. Asian elephants are
endangered according to the International Union for the Conservation of Nature Red
List, the classifying authority for species worldwide. Both of the Asian elephants at
the El Paso Zoo are elderly, with ages beyond the average life expectancy for Asian
elephants.

Juno
“Zoo Elephant Undergoes Successful Cancer Procedure.” Vetrinary Practice News,
veterinarypracticenews.com/zoo-elephant-undergoes-successful-cancer-procedure/.

PVS Member Submissions
Are you interested in submitting your writing to the PVS Newsletter?
All you have to do is write about a topic regarding veterinary medicine or animals in general. Topics
for your writing can include why you want to become a vet and what type of animals interest you;
veterinary specialists you are interested in; an experience you had while working with
animals/shadowing/volunteering; a descripting of some of your favorite things you have learned at
the meetings presented by our guest speakers; how the Pre-Vet Society at UCF has opened up new
opportunities for you; and member spotlights (send in a picture of anything animal or vet related!)
Just make sure you come up with a title for whatever you write. Do not be afraid to express yourself
in your writing! You will earn one (1) point for each submission (max. 2 per semester).

Our final member
feature for this
2016-2017 year is
Javier Funes! Javier
assisted a
veterinarian in
Miami. He not only
got to observe, but
was able to help out
in this surgery too!
It’s so great seeing
our members being
so active in the
veterinary
community while
working towards
their dreams! Keep
working hard!

Critter Corner – Animal Spotlight

Kookaburra
The laughing kookaburra is well known both as a
symbol of Australia’s birdlife and as the
inspirational “merry, merry king of the bush” from
the children’s song.
Native to the eucalyptus forests of eastern
Australia, the laughing kookaburra is the largest
member of the Kingfisher family, with females
weighing up to one pound and growing to 18 inches
in length. Its beak can reach 4 inches long and is
used to snatch a variety of invertebrates and small
vertebrates, including the occasional small snake.
Since being introduced in western Australia and
New Zealand, the kookaburra has angered farmers
by preying on their fowl.
The laughing kookaburra has dark brown wing
plumage and a white head and underside. Dark
brown eye stripes run across its face and its upper
bill is black. Its reddish-colored tail is patterned
with black bars.

Scientific Name:
Dacelo novaeguineae
Type: Bird
Diet: Carnivore
Average Lifespan in
Captivity: Up to 20 years
Size: 15 to 18 inches
Weight: 13 to 16 oz

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=UXA0-YAoo9Q
It gets its moniker from its manic laughter-like call.
And its early dawn and dusk cackling chorus earned
it the nickname “bushman’s clock.”

All information from National
Geographic

Laughing kookaburras are monogamous, territorial birds that nest in tree holes. Females lay one
to five eggs, which are tended by a collective unit composed of parents and elder siblings.
Fledgling kookaburras generally remain with their parents to help care for the subsequent clutch.
Laughing kookaburras are not currently considered threatened although loss of habitat is a
primary threat to the birds. They have adapted well to human development and often inhabit
suburban areas, which provide both food and shelter.

UCF Cares
What is UCF Cares?
Assist the UCF Community with:
•
•
•
•

Care related resources and programs focused
on health and safety
Finding an appropriate network of support
Connecting with advocacy
Education and training

Contact Information
Phone: 407-823-5607
Email: ucfcares@ucf.edu
Location: Ferrell Commons
142
Website:
http://cares.sdes.ucf.edu/
Other Helpful Contacts
UCF Police: 407-823-5555
Counseling & Psychological
Services: 407-823-2811
Wellness & Health Promotion:
407-823-5841
There are more contacts on the
UCF Cares website.

As aspiring veterinarians, it is
extremely important to
understand mental illness and to
know that there is always a
helping hand. Veterinarians have
a high chance of experiencing
burnout, depression, anxiety, and
imposter syndrome while also
having one of the highest suicide
rates for all medical careers.
Learning to understand how to
lead a healthy and happy life
while being a student and
beyond is extremely beneficial.
The officers of PVS want the
best for all of you and we are
always here to help if you need
it. This page on the newsletter is
to provide a little insight to the
campus resource UCF Cares
and their contact information.

Prerequisite Requirements
General Biology with Lab: 2 semesters
Genetics: 1 semester
General Chemistry with Lab: 2
semesters
Organic Chemistry with Lab: 2
semesters
Biochemistry: 1 semester
General Physics: 2 semesters

Tufts University: Cummings School of Veterinary
Medicine

Mathematics: 2 semesters
English Comp: 2 semesters

“The only veterinary school in New England, our
progressive academic programs, high-quality clinical care
services, and original research has brought Tufts
University national and worldwide acclaim. We offer a
four-year professional Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
(DVM) degree program, three combined DVM/Masters of
Science degree programs, and four stand-alone graduate
programs. Furthermore, our distinctive One Health
programs focused on infectious disease research,
comparative oncology, international medicine, wildlife,
conservation medicine and human-animal interactions –
help us educate a new breed of One Health graduates.”
“Located in North Grafton, Massachusetts; our 594-acre
campus is just 30 miles west of the city of Boston. Our
students can take advantage of the area’s internationally
renowned teaching hospitals and biomedical research
centers, as well as join in the vibrant atmosphere of more
than 300,000 college students living, learning, and
growing together.”

Humanities: 2 semesters
Social & Behavioral Sciences: 2
semesters

Admissions Requirements
- GRE: All 3 sections are
required on the general test
- LOR: faculty member,
advisor,
veterinarian/research
scientist
- Interview at the campus

For more information, visit:
https://vet.tufts.edu/

Important Contacts and Resources
Advisement
•

Frank Logiudice: Instructor
and Pre-Vet Society Advisor
frank.logiudice@ucf.edu
Office: Biology building 209

•

University of Florida College
of Veterinary Medicine:
http://www.vetmed.ufl.edu/

Shadowing
•

1. Interview with Frank
Logiudice.
2. Participate in a group
orientation tour and interview
at W.P.V.H.
3. Submit a personal
statement.

Experience

•

Hands-On Wildlife Safari
o info@handsonwildlife.co
m
4983 Brook
Road Kissimmee, FL
o (321)624-9252

•

Back to Nature Wildlife Refuge
o info@btnwildlife.org
o 18515 East Colonial Drive
Orlando, FL 32820

•

Fallin' Pines Critter Rescue, Inc.
o http://
www.fallinpinesrescue.or
g/
o 23643 Christmas
Cemetery Rd. Christmas,
FL 32709
o (407) 568-7988

•

Freedom Ride
o http://www.freedomride.
com/
o 1905 Lee Rd, Orlando, FL
32810
o (407) 293-0411

Winter Park Veterinary
Hospital is offering
shadowing opportunities (one
student per six week session).
There is a three step screening
process:

•

Dr. Brian Martin is
interested in having students
shadow with him while he is
performing spaying and
neutering procedures for
Brevard County Animal
Control. Any student who is
interested should meet with
Frank Logiudice.

Did You Know?

The AAVMC’s website provides
descriptions of each veterinary
college and also provides links to
each one’s admission requirements,

Job Opportunities
Kennel Mom – Greyhound Ranch Adoptions – Longwood FL
Caring part-time kennel assistant, confident handling animals, quick learner, good observational skills, able to handle the physical
demands of the job, and with a great deal of patience. Experience with different breeds of dogs preferred, with some experience
with special needs dogs.
MUST WORK WEEKENDS AND MOST EVENINGS, some weekdays as needed, flexible schedule, up to four daily shifts, average
20-25 hours per week, 23 years or older, females preferred, FL drivers license, dependable, non smoker, able to lift at least 50
pounds, transportation necessary, background check, SEMINOLE COUNTY RESIDENTS ONLY.
Not a seasonal or temporary position, we need a reliable long-term committed person. (Apply on Indeed.com)

Veterinary Technician – Kirkpatrick Veterinary Hospital – Orlando FL 32806
Progressive, state of the art Veterinary Hospital is currently seeking to hire a Full-Time Veterinary Technician to join our team. If
not certified, you must have at least two years technician experience. Candidate must be motivated, dependable, punctual,
compassionate, outgoing, positive and absolutely LOVE what you do! Required skills & knowledge must include: IV catheter
placement, radiology, anesthesia monitoring, dental cleaning and excellence in veterinary client education, technical skills and
medical record keeping. This position involves significant education and interaction with our clients, so strong communication
skills are essential.
* Please include resume and a good contact number to be reached.
Job Type: Full-time (Apply on Indeed.com)

Veterinary Technician – Markham Woods Hospital – Longwood FL 32779
Seeking full time Veterinary Technician. Must understand the dedication and commitment required to provide high quality
patient and client care. Prior veterinary technician experience, excellent animal restraint technique, and attention to detail and
safety are required. Duties include but are not limited to, patient care and handling, assisting in surgery, dentals, radiology,
laboratory procedures, venipuncture, client education, medical records entry and pharmaceutical dispensing.. Must be able to
perform duties without supervision. Holiday and weekend shifts are required. Pay based on experience and abilities. Please
email resume.
Job Type: Full-time (Apply on Indeed.com)

Ranch Hand – Full Time- Walt Disney World
https://jobs.disneycareers.com/job/-/-/391/5798658?codes=INDEED
Animal Nutrition Assistant – Part Time – Central Florida Zoo – Lake Monroe FL
The Animal Nutrition Assistant (Assistant) is responsible for assisting with the dietary health of the animal collection. Duties include,
but are not limited to; diet preparation, and maintaining a safe and sanitary workspace. Strong communication and interpersonal
skills are essential in order to communicate effectively with management, keepers, and veterinary staff. Work is performed under
the guidance of the Animal Nutrition Manager (Manager) and the Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO). In the absence of the Manager,
the CVO is the direct report. Organization and time management are essential tools to the Assistant. Additional guidance is
received through established policies and procedures, plus verbal and written communications. This is a part time position with
shift requirements: Saturday, Sunday and Monday. Shifts begin at 6:00 am. The department is under shift schedule review and may
change.
Can find more information on Indeed.com

Volunteer Opportunities Outside of the Society
Pet Rescue by Judy – Pet Rescue By Judy is a non-profit organization dedicated to the rescue of cats
and dogs. Many of them come to us with medical needs. They are doctored to the best of our ability
and resources. Follow the link to see their volunteer page and info regarding it.

•

http://www.petrescuebyjudy.com/info/display?PageID=2751
Pet Rescue By Judy
401 South Laurel Avenue
Sanford, FL 32771

Central Florida Animal Reserve – The CFAR is a big cat and wildlife sanctuary housing lions,
tigers, leopards, and cougars. We are building a platform to address the challenges of big cats in
the future, and provide value to society today. We engage the world of the big cats through our
mottos: Compassion. Conservation. Commitment. Follow the link to see their volunteer page and
info regarding it.

•

http://www.cflar.org/?page_id=907
Central Florida Animal Reserve, Inc.
PO Box 184
Sharpes, FL 32959

•

Pet Alliance of Greater Orlando – Pet Alliance of Greater Florida educates, shelters, places,
and heals pets and their families with compassionate, responsible care maintained to the
highest professional standards. Follow the link to see their volunteer page and info
regarding it.
https://petallianceorlando.org/community-involvement/volunteer/
2727 Conroy Road Orlando, FL 32839
2800 County Home Road Sanford, FL 32773

•

Wild Horse Rescue Center - Founded by Diane Delano in 2000, Wild Horse Rescue Center
(WHRC) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the welfare, rescue and preservation of
America’s wild horses – the Mustangs. WHRC receive mustangs who have been taken
from the wild and from there, ended up in neglectful or abusive situations. WHRC
rehabilitates these wild horses so they have a chance at getting adopted in to good homes
and have a dignified life after being taken from the wild. Follow the link to see their
volunteer page and info regarding it.
http://www.wildhorserescuecenter.org/visit-us/
Wild Horse Rescue Center
1200 Lake Harney Woods Blvd
Mims, Florida 32754

•

Patty’s Parrot Palace - Established in 2010, Patty's Parrot Palace, Inc. saw the need for a
permanent solution for birds that were displaced due to economical, behavioral and other
personal reasons. PPP began our organization after the rescue of 13 birds from one private
owner. These birds were in horrific conditions and video of the rescue can be seen here. Soon
after, we became a fully licensed non-profit. Follow the link to download a volunteer
application form.
https://www.pattysparrotpalace.com/join-the-flock
Tel: (321) 689-3969
Email: pattysparrotpalace@gmail.com
Address: 935 Longdale Ave Longwood, FL 32750

The Pre-Veterinary Society would like to graciously thank all of our sponsors!
Clydesdale Sponsor: Animal Veterinary Hospital of Orlando
http://myavho.com

Golden Retriever
Sponsors:

Tuscawilla Oaks
Animal Hospital
http://www.tuscawillaoaks
ah.com

East Orange Animal
Hospital
http://www.eastorangevet.
com

Persian Sponsors:

South Orlando Animal Hospital
http://soah4pets.com

Shaffer Animal Hospital
http://shafferah.com

Chickasaw Trail Animal Hospital
http://chickasawtrailah.com

Universal Animal Clinic
http://universalanimalclinic.com

Happy Paws Pet Resort
http://www.happypawsorlando.com

Cockatiel Sponsors:

Alafaya Trail Pet Oasis
http://oviedo-boarding-grooming.com

University Animal Hospital
http://www.uahvet.com

